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APPENDIXES 

APPENDIX A.—NOTES ON PREPARATION OF THE COUNTRY REPORTS AND 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices are based on information 
available from a wide variety of sources, including U.S. and foreign government offi-
cials, victims of human rights abuse, academic and congressional studies, and re-
ports from the press, international organizations, and nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) concerned with human rights. We find particularly helpful, and make 
reference in the reports, to the role of NGOs, ranging from groups within a single 
country to those that concern themselves with human rights worldwide. While much 
of the information that we use is already public, information on particular abuses 
frequently cannot be attributed, for obvious reasons, to specific sources. 

By law, the Secretary of State must submit the Country Reports to Congress by 
February 25. The Country Reports cover respect for human rights in foreign coun-
tries and territories worldwide; they do not purport to assess any human rights im-
plications of actions by the United States Government or its representatives. To 
comply with this requirement, we provide guidance to U.S. diplomatic missions in 
July for submission of draft reports in September and October, which we update at 
year’s end as necessary. Other offices in the Department of State provide contribu-
tions, and the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor prepares a final 
draft. Due to the submission deadline, the report may not reflect developments that 
became known only after the end of the year. We make every effort to include ref-
erences to major events or significant changes in trends. 

We have attempted to make the reports as comprehensive, objective and uniform 
as possible in both scope and quality of coverage. We have paid particular attention 
to attaining a high standard of consistency in the reports despite the multiplicity 
of sources and the obvious problems associated with varying degrees of access to in-
formation, structural differences in political, legal, and social systems, and differing 
trends in world opinion regarding human rights practices in specific countries. 

Evaluating the credibility of reports of human rights abuses is often difficult. 
With the exception of some terrorist organizations, most opposition groups and cer-
tainly most governments deny that they commit human rights abuses and some-
times go to great lengths to conceal any evidence of such acts. There are often few 
eyewitnesses to specific abuses, and they frequently are intimidated or otherwise 
prevented from reporting what they know. On the other hand, individuals and 
groups opposed to a government sometimes have powerful incentives to exaggerate 
or fabricate abuses, and some governments similarly distort or exaggerate abuses 
attributed to opposition groups. We have made every effort to identify those groups 
(for example, government forces or terrorists) or individuals that are believed, based 
on all the evidence available, to have committed human rights or other abuses. 
Where credible evidence is lacking, we have tried to indicate why it is not available. 
Many governments that profess to oppose human rights abuses in fact secretly order 
or tacitly condone them or simply lack the will or the ability to control those respon-
sible for them. Consequently, in judging a government’s policy, the reports look be-
yond statements of policy or intent and examine what a government has done to 
prevent human rights abuses, including the extent to which it investigates, brings 
to trial, and appropriately punishes those who commit such abuses. 

To increase uniformity, each country report begins with a brief overview that in-
cludes a description of the country’s political structure and the extent to which civil-
ian authorities control security agencies. The overview summarizes human rights 
developments during the calendar year, identifying specific areas where abuses, 
problems, and notable improvements occurred. 

We have continued the effort from previous years to cover human rights problems 
affecting women, children, persons with disabilities, and indigenous people in the 
reports. The appropriate section of each country report discusses any abuses that 
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are targeted specifically against women (for example, rape or other violence per-
petrated by governmental or organized opposition forces, or discriminatory laws or 
regulations). In Section 5, we discuss socioeconomic discrimination; discrimination 
against persons with HIV/AIDS; societal violence against women, children, homo-
sexuals, persons with disabilities, or ethnic minorities; and the efforts, if any, of gov-
ernments to combat these problems. 

The following notes on specific sections in each country report are not meant to 
be comprehensive descriptions but rather to provide an overview of the key prob-
lems covered and their organization: 

Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life.—Includes killings by governments 
without due process of law or where there is evidence of a political motive. Also cov-
ers extrajudicial killings (for example, the unlawful and deliberate killing of individ-
uals carried out by order of a government or with its complicity), as well as killings 
by police or security forces and actions that resulted in the unintended death of per-
sons without due process of law (for example, mistargeted bombing or shelling or 
killing of bystanders). The section generally excludes combat deaths and killings by 
common criminals if the likelihood of political motivation can be ruled out. Deaths 
in detention due to official negligence are covered in detail in the section on ‘‘Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.’’

Disappearance.—Covers cases in which political motivation appears likely and in 
which the victims have not been found or perpetrators have not been identified. 
Cases eventually classified as political killings in which the bodies of missing per-
sons are discovered also are covered in the previous section, while those eventually 
identified as having been arrested or held in detention may be covered under ‘‘Arbi-
trary Arrest or Detention.’’

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.—
Covers torture (an act of intentionally inflicting severe pain, whether physical or 
mental) and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment committed by 
or at the instigation of government forces or opposition groups. The section dis-
cusses actual occurrences, not whether they fit any precise definition, and includes 
use of physical and other force that may fall short of torture but which is cruel, in-
human, or degrading. In some reports, there may be discussion of poor treatment 
that may not constitute torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. The sec-
tion also covers prison conditions, including information based on international 
standards, and deaths in prison due to negligence by government officials. 

Arbitrary Arrest or Detention.—Includes cases in which detainees, including polit-
ical detainees, are held in official custody without being charged or, if charged, are 
denied a public preliminary judicial hearing within a reasonable period. The section 
also includes subsections on the role of the police and security apparatus, arrest and 
detention practices, and any amnesties that may have occurred during the year. 

Denial of Fair Public Trial.—Describes the court system and evaluates whether 
there is an independent judiciary and whether trials are both fair and public (failure 
to hold any trial is noted in the section above). The subsection ‘‘Political Prisoners’’ 
covers persons convicted and imprisoned essentially for political beliefs or nonviolent 
acts of dissent or expression, regardless of the actual legal charge (political detain-
ees are covered with arbitrary detention). The optional subsection ‘‘Property Restitu-
tion’’ is included if there is a systemic failure of a government to enforce court or-
ders with respect to restitution or compensation for the taking of private property 
under domestic law. 

Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or Correspondence.—Discusses 
the ‘‘passive’’ right of the individual to noninterference by the state. Includes the 
right to receive foreign publications, for example, while the right to publish is dis-
cussed under ‘‘Freedom of Speech and Press.’’ Includes the right to be free from co-
ercive population control measures, including coerced abortion and involuntary ster-
ilization, but does not include cultural or traditional practices, such as female gen-
ital mutilation, which are addressed in Section 5. 

Use of Excessive Force and Violations of Humanitarian Law in Internal Con-
flicts.—This optional section describes abuses in countries experiencing significant 
internal armed conflict. Includes indiscriminate, nonselective killings arising from 
excessive use of force, or by the shelling of villages (deliberate, targeted killing is 
discussed in the section on ‘‘Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life’’). Also in-
cludes abuses against civilian noncombatants. For countries where use of this sec-
tion would be inappropriate, that is where there is no significant internal or exter-
nal conflict, lethal use of excessive force by security forces is discussed in the section 
on ‘‘Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life’’; nonlethal excessive force is discussed 
in the section on ‘‘Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment.’’
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Freedom of Speech and Press.—Evaluates whether these freedoms exist and de-
scribes any direct or indirect restrictions. The section includes discussion of govern-
ment restrictions on access to the Internet and academic freedom. 

Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association.—Evaluates the ability of individ-
uals and groups (including political parties) to exercise these freedoms. Includes the 
ability of trade associations, professional bodies, and similar groups to maintain re-
lations or affiliate with recognized international bodies in their fields. The right of 
workers to associate, organize, and bargain collectively is discussed under the sec-
tion on ‘‘Worker Rights’’ (see Appendix B). 

Freedom of Religion.—Discusses whether the law provides for the right of citizens 
of any religious belief to worship free of government interference and whether the 
government generally respected that right. The section covers the freedom to pub-
lish religious documents in foreign languages; addresses the treatment of foreign 
clergy and whether religious belief or lack thereof affects membership in a ruling 
party, a career in government, or ability to obtain services and privileges available 
to other citizens. The subsection ‘‘Societal Abuses and Discrimination’’ reports soci-
etal violence, harassment and discrimination against members of religious groups. 
The annual International Religious Freedom Report supplements the information in 
this section. 

Freedom of Movement Within the Country, Foreign Travel, Emigration, and Repa-
triation.—Includes subsections ‘‘Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)’’ and ‘‘Protec-
tion of Refugees.’’ ‘‘Refugees’’ may refer to persons displaced by civil strife or natural 
disaster as well as persons who are ‘‘refugees’’ within the meaning of the Refugee 
Act of 1980, that is, persons with a ‘‘well-founded fear of persecution’’ in their coun-
try of origin or, if stateless, in their country of habitual residence, on account of 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opin-
ion. The section also discusses whether, and under what circumstances, govern-
ments exiled citizens. 

Respect for Political Rights: The Right of Citizens to Change Their Government.—
Discusses the extent to which citizens have freedom of political choice and the legal 
right and ability in practice to change the laws and officials that govern them. The 
subsection ‘‘Elections and Political Participation’’ assesses whether elections were 
free and fair. The subsection ‘‘Government Corruption and Transparency’’ covers al-
legations of corruption in the executive or legislative branches of government and 
whether the public has access in law and practice to government information. 

Governmental Attitude Regarding International and Nongovernmental Investiga-
tion of Alleged Violations of Human Rights.—Discusses whether the government 
permits the free functioning of local human rights groups (including the right to in-
vestigate and publish their findings on alleged human rights abuses), whether these 
groups are subject to reprisal by government or other forces, and whether govern-
ment officials are cooperative and responsive to their views. The section also dis-
cusses whether the government grants access to and cooperates with outside entities 
(including foreign human rights organizations, international organizations, and for-
eign governments) interested in human rights developments in the country. 

Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons.—Contains sub-
headings on Women, Children, Trafficking in Persons, and Persons with Disabilities. 
As appropriate, also includes subheadings on National/Racial/Ethnic Minorities, In-
digenous People, Incitement to Acts of Discrimination, and Other Societal Abuses 
and Discrimination. Addresses discrimination and abuses not discussed elsewhere 
in the report, focusing on laws, regulations, or state practices that are inconsistent 
with equal access to housing, employment, education, health care, or other govern-
mental benefits for members of specific groups. (Abuses by government or opposition 
forces, such as killing, torture and other violence, or restriction of voting rights or 
free speech targeted against specific groups would be discussed under the appro-
priate preceding sections.) The subsection ‘‘Women’’ discusses societal violence 
against women, e.g., ‘‘dowry deaths,’’ ‘‘honor killings,’’ wife beating, rape, female 
genital mutilation, and government tolerance of such practices, as well as the extent 
to which the law provides for, and the government enforces, equality of economic 
opportunity for women. The subsection ‘‘Children’’ discusses violence or other abuse 
against children. Coverage of the practice of child marriage has been expanded in 
this year’s report. The subsection ‘‘Persons with Disabilities’’ covers discrimination 
against persons with physical and mental disabilities in, among other things, em-
ployment, education, and the provision of other government services. 

The trafficking in persons subsection covers all acts involving the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person (man, woman, or child) 
for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of 
subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. Sex traf-
ficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a 
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person for the purpose of a commercial sex act induced by force, fraud, or coercion, 
or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years 
of age. Reporting describes any legal prohibitions against trafficking; the extent to 
which the government enforces these prohibitions; the extent and nature of traf-
ficking in persons to, from, or within the country, other geographic regions or coun-
tries affected by the traffic; the participation, facilitation, involvement or complicity 
of any government agents in trafficking; and aid or protection available to victims. 

Worker Rights.—See Appendix B. 
Explanatory Notes 

In many cases, the Country Reports on Human Rights Practices state that a coun-
try ‘‘generally respected’’ the rights of its citizens. The phrase ‘‘generally respected’’ 
is used because the protection and promotion of human rights is a dynamic endeav-
or; it cannot accurately be stated that any government fully respected these rights 
all the time without qualification, in even the best of circumstances. Accordingly, 
‘‘generally respected’’ is the standard phrase used to describe all countries that at-
tempt to protect human rights in the fullest sense, and is thus the highest level of 
respect for human rights assigned by this report. 

In some instances, this year’s Country Reports use the word ‘‘Islamist,’’ which 
should be interpreted by readers as a Muslim who supports Islamic values and be-
liefs as the basis for political and social life. 

Since the Secretary of State designates foreign groups or organizations as foreign 
terrorist organizations (FTOs) on the FTO list, only those groups on the FTO list 
dated October 11, 2005 will be described as ‘‘terrorists’’ in the reports. 

When describing whether a government provides ‘‘protection against refoulement,’’ 
the reports are referring to the international legal principle contained in the Con-
vention Relating to the Status of Refugees that prohibits states from expelling or 
returning a refugee in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of territories where 
his or her life or freedom would be threatened on account of race, religion, nation-
ality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. 

Subject headings in these reports are used to introduce general topics, and the 
report text that follows such headings is intended to describe facts generally rel-
evant to those topics and is not intended to reach conclusions of a legal character.

APPENDIX B.—REPORTING ON WORKER RIGHTS 

The 1984 Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) Renewal Act requires report-
ing on worker rights in GSP beneficiary countries. It states that internationally rec-
ognized worker rights include: ‘‘(A) the right of association; (B) the right to organize 
and bargain collectively; (C) a prohibition on the use of any form of forced or com-
pulsory labor; (D) a minimum age for the employment of children; and (E) accept-
able conditions of work with respect to minimum wages, hours of work, and occupa-
tional safety and health.’’ All five aspects of worker rights are discussed in each 
country report under the section heading ‘‘Worker Rights.’’ The discussion of worker 
rights considers not only laws and regulations but also their practical implementa-
tion and takes into account the following additional guidelines: 

A. ‘‘The right of association’’ has been defined by the International Labor Organi-
zation (ILO) to include the right of workers and employers to establish and join or-
ganizations of their own choosing without previous authorization; to draw up their 
own constitutions and rules, elect their representatives, and formulate their pro-
grams; to join in confederations and affiliate with international organizations; and 
to be protected against dissolution or suspension by administrative authority. 

The right of association includes the right of workers to strike. While strikes may 
be restricted in essential services, the interruption of which would endanger the life, 
personal safety, or health of a significant portion of the population, and in the public 
sector, these restrictions must be offset by adequate safeguards for the interests of 
the workers concerned (for example, mechanisms for mediation and arbitration, due 
process, and the right to judicial review of legal actions). Reporting on restrictions 
on the ability of workers to strike generally includes information on any procedures 
that may exist for safeguarding workers’ interests. 

B. ‘‘The right to organize and bargain collectively’’ includes the right of workers 
to be represented in negotiating the prevention and settlement of disputes with em-
ployers, the right to protection against interference, and the right to protection 
against acts of antiunion discrimination. Governments should promote mechanisms 
for voluntary negotiations between employers and workers and their organizations. 
Coverage of the right to organize and bargain collectively includes a review of the 
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extent to which collective bargaining takes place and the extent to which unions, 
both in law and practice, effectively are protected against antiunion discrimination. 

C. ‘‘Forced or compulsory labor’’ is defined as work or service exacted under the 
menace of penalty and for which a person has not volunteered. ‘‘Work or service’’ 
does not apply where obligations are imposed to undergo education or training. 
‘‘Menace of penalty’’ includes loss of rights or privileges as well as penal sanctions. 
The ILO has exempted the following from its definition of forced labor: compulsory 
military service, normal civic obligations, certain forms of prison labor, emergencies, 
and minor communal services. Forced labor should not be used as a means of: (1) 
mobilizing and using labor for purposes of economic development; (2) racial, social, 
national, or religious discrimination; (3) political coercion or education, or as a pun-
ishment for holding or expressing political or ideological views opposed to the estab-
lished political, social, or economic system; (4) labor discipline; or (5) as a punish-
ment for having participated in strikes. Constitutional provisions concerning the ob-
ligation of citizens to work do not violate this right so long as they do not take the 
form of legal obligations enforced by sanctions and are consistent with the principle 
of ‘‘freely chosen employment.’’

D. ‘‘Minimum age for employment of children’’ concerns the effective abolition of 
child labor by raising the minimum age for employment to a level consistent with 
the fullest physical and mental development of young people. ILO Convention 182 
on the ‘‘worst forms of child labor’’ identifies anyone under the age of 18 as a child 
and specifies certain types of employment as ‘‘the worst forms of child labor’’. These 
worst forms of labor include slavery, debt bondage, forced labor, forced recruitment 
into armed conflict, child prostitution and pornography, involvement in illicit activ-
ity such as drug production or trafficking, and ‘‘work which, by its nature, or the 
circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or mor-
als or children.’’ ILO Convention 182 permits the employment of children between 
the ages of 16 and 18 in what the convention describes as an ‘‘unhealthy environ-
ment,’’ if adequate protective measures have been taken. 

E. ‘‘Acceptable conditions of work’’ refers to the establishment and maintenance 
of mechanisms, adapted to national conditions, that provide for minimum working 
standards, that is: wages that provide a decent living for workers and their families; 
working hours that do not exceed 48 hours per week, with a full 24-hour rest day; 
a specified number of annual paid leave days; and minimum conditions for the pro-
tection of the safety and health of workers. Differences in the levels of economic de-
velopment are taken into account in the formulation of internationally recognized 
labor standards. For example, many ILO standards concerning working conditions 
permit flexibility in their scope and coverage. They also may permit governments 
a wide choice in their implementation, including progressive implementation, by en-
abling them to accept a standard in part or subject to specified exceptions. Govern-
ments are expected to take steps over time to achieve the higher levels specified in 
such standards. However, this flexibility applies only to internationally recognized 
standards concerning working conditions, not to the basic human rights standards, 
that is, freedom of association, the right to organize and bargain collectively, the 
prohibition of forced labor and child labor, and the absence of discrimination in em-
ployment.
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APPENDIX C.—SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS
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APPENDIX C.—SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS—
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APPENDIX C.—SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS—
Continued

VerDate Mar 21 2002 16:28 May 15, 2006 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6621 F:\WORK\MISC\HUMANR\2005\26464.007 HINTREL1 PsN: SHIRL 26
46

4d
.e

ps



2608

APPENDIX C.—SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS—
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Continued

VerDate Mar 21 2002 16:28 May 15, 2006 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6621 F:\WORK\MISC\HUMANR\2005\26464.007 HINTREL1 PsN: SHIRL 26
46

4f
.e

ps



2610

APPENDIX D.—INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS 

1) Convention to Suppress the Slave Trade and Slavery of September 25, 1926, 
as amended by the Protocol of December 7, 1953.

2) Convention Concerning Forced Labor of June 28, 1930 (ILO Convention 29).

3) Convention Concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to 
Organize of July 9, 1948 (ILO Convention 87).

4) Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 
December 9, 1948.

5) Convention Concerning the Application of the Principles of the Right to Orga-
nize and Bargain Collectively of July 1, 1949 (ILO Convention 98).

6) Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of August 
12, 1949.

7) Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War of August 12, 1949.

8) Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploi-
tation of the Prostitution of Others of March 21, 1950.

9) European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms of November 4, 1950.

10) Convention on the Political Rights of Women of March 31, 1953.

11) Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and 
Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery of September 7, 1956.

12) Convention Concerning the Abolition of Forced Labor of June 25, 1957 (ILO 
Convention 105).

13) International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation of December 21, 1965.

14) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of December 16, 1966.

15) International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of December 
16, 1966.

16) Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees of July 28, 1951.

17) Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees of January 31, 1967.

18) American Convention on Human Rights of November 22, 1969.

19) Convention Concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment of June 
26, 1973 (ILO Convention 138).

20) Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relat-
ing to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), of June 
8, 1977.

21) Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relat-
ing to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 
of June 8, 1977.

22) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women of December 18, 1979.

23) Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment of December 10, 1984.

24) Convention on the Rights of the Child of November 20, 1989.

25) Convention Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimi-
nation of the Worst Forms of Child Labor of June 17, 1999 (ILO Convention 182).
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APPENDIX F.—61ST SESSION UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS VOTING RECORD
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APPENDIX F.—61ST SESSION UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS VOTING 
RECORD—Continued
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APPENDIX F.—61ST SESSION UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS VOTING 
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APPENDIX F.—61ST SESSION UN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS VOTING 
RECORD—Continued
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APPENDIX G—61st Session UN Commission on Human Rights Voting Table, 
2004–2005

Belarus Burma Cuba DPRK Zimbabwe (n/a) 

04 05 04 05 04 05 04 05 04 05 

AFRICA-15
Algeria (03) ..................... — — — — — — — — — —
Burkina Faso (05) ........... a a — — n a a a y —
Cameroon (03) ................ — — — — — — — — — —
DROC (03) ....................... a n — — n n a a y —
Egypt (08) ....................... n n — — n n n n y —
Eritrea (08) ..................... a n — — a n a y y —
Ethiopia ........................... a n — — n n a a y —
Gabon (05) ...................... a y — — a a y a y —
Guinea ............................. — a — — — n — n — —
Kenya (03) ....................... — n — — — n — y — —
Libya (03) ........................ — — — — — — — — — —
Mauritania (08) .............. a a — — a a a a y —
Nigeria (08) .................... n — — — n n n a y —
Senegal (03) ................... — — — — — — — — — —
Sierra Leone (04) ............ n — — — n — a — y —
South Africa (03) ............ n n — — n n a a y —
Sudan (04) ...................... n n — — n n n n y —
Swaziland (05) ................ a n — — n a a a y —
Togo (04) ......................... a a — — n a a a y —
Uganda (04) .................... a — — — a — a — y —
Zimbabwe (05) ................ n n — — n n n n y —

ASIA-12
Bahrain (04) ................... a — — — n — a — y —
Bhutan (08) .................... a a — — a a y y y —
China (05) ....................... n n — — n n n n y —
India (03) ........................ n n — — n n a a y —
Indonesia (08) ................ n n — — n n n n y —
Japan (05) ....................... y y — — y y y y n —
Korea (04) ....................... y y — — y y a a n —
Malaysia (03) .................. — n — — — n — n — —
Nepal (08) ....................... a a — — a a a a y —
Pakistan (04) .................. a a — — n a a a y —
Qatar ............................... a a — — n n a a y —
Saudi Arabia (03) ........... a a — — n y y y y —
Sri Lanka (05) ................. y y — — a a y y y —
Syria (03) ........................ — — — — — — — — — —
Thailand (03) .................. — — — — — — — — — —
Vietnam (03) ................... — — — — — — — — — —

GRULAC-11
Argentina (05) ................. a a — — a a y y n —
Brazil (05) ....................... y a — — a a y y a —
Chile (04) ........................ y — — — y — y — n —
Costa Rica (03) .............. y y — — y y y y n —
Cuba (03) ........................ n n — — n n n n y —
Dominican .......................

Republic (08) ............. y y — — y a y y n —
Ecuador ........................... — a — — — a — y — —
Guatemala (03) ............... y y — — y y y y n —
Honduras (08) ................ a a — — y y y y n —
Mexico (04) ..................... y y — — y y y y a —
Paraguay (05) ................. y y — — a a y y n —
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APPENDIX G—61st Session UN Commission on Human Rights Voting Table, 
2004–2005—Continued

Belarus Burma Cuba DPRK Zimbabwe (n/a) 

04 05 04 05 04 05 04 05 04 05 

Peru (03) ......................... y y — — y a y y n —
Uruguay (03) ................... — — — — — — — — — —
Venezuela (03) ................ — — — — — — — — — —

E. EURO-5
Armenia (04) ................... n n — — y y y y n —
Croatia (04) .................... y — — — y — y — n —
Hungary (08) .................. y y — — y y y y n —
Romania .......................... — y — — — y — y — —
Poland (03) ..................... — — — — — — — — — —
Russian Federation ......... n n — — n n n n y —
Ukraine (05) .................... n y — — n y y y n —

WEOG-10
Australia (05) .................. y y — — y y y y n —
Austria (04) ..................... y — — — y — y — n —
Belgium (03) ................... — — — — — — — — — —
Canada (03) .................... — y — — — y — y — —
Finland ............................ — y — — — y — y — —
France (04) ..................... y y — — y y y y n —
Germany (05) .................. y y — — y y y y n —
Ireland (05) ..................... y y — — y y y y n —
Italy (08) ......................... y y — — y y y y n —
Netherlands (08) ............ y y — — y y y y n —
Sweden (04) .................... y — — — y — y — n —
UK (03) ............................ y y — — y y y y n —
U.S. (05) .......................... y y — — y y y y n —

Final Vote 
yes ................................... 23 23 C C 22 21 29 30 27 —
no .................................... 13 16 — — 21 17 8 9 24 —
abstain ............................ 17 14 — — 10 15 16 14 2 —

n/a = No Action Vote. 
Countries in bold were new to the CHR in 2004. 
Numbers within parenthesis indicate the year a country’s term ends. 

VerDate Mar 21 2002 16:28 May 15, 2006 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 6602 Sfmt 6602 F:\WORK\MISC\HUMANR\2005\26464.007 HINTREL1 PsN: SHIRL



2625

APPENDIX H.—UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and 
peace in the world, 

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts 
which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which 
human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and 
want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, 

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last 
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be 
protected by the rule of law, 

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between 
nations, 

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their 
faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person 
and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to promote social 
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation with 
the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest 
importance for the full realization of this pledge, 

Now, therefore, The General Assembly proclaims this Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, 
to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration 
constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for 
these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, 
to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, both among the 
peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories under 
their jurisdiction. 

Article 1
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 

with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of broth-
erhood. 

Article 2
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 

without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political 
or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdic-
tional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, 
whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation 
of sovereignty. 

Article 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person. 

Article 4
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be 

prohibited in all their forms. 

Article 5
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment 

or punishment. 

Article 6
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. 
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Article 7
All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal 

protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination 
in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination. 

Article 8
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals 

for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an inde-

pendent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations 
and of any criminal charge against him. 

Article 11
1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent 

until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the 
guarantees necessary for his defence. 

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or 
omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international 

law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed 
than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed. 

Article 12
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home 

or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputation. Everyone has the 
right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks. 

Article 13
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the bor-

ders of each state. 
2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return 

to his country. 

Article 14
1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from per-

secution. 
2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising 

from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations. 

Article 15
1. Everyone has the right to a nationality. 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor be denied the right 

to change his nationality. 

Article 16
1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or 

religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal 
rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intend-
ing spouses. 

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled 
to protection by society and the State. 
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Article 17
1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 

others. 
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 

Article 18
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 
community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief 
in teaching, practice, worship and observance. 

Article 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 

freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart infor-
mation and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

Article 20
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. 
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association. 

Article 21
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the Government of his country, directly 

or through freely chosen representatives. 
2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. 
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this 

will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal 
and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting pro-
cedures. 

Article 22
1. Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled 

to realization, through national effort and international cooperation and in accord-
ance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and 
cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his person-
ality. 

Article 23
1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favor-

able conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 
2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 

work. 
3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favorable remuneration insuring 

for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, 
if necessary, by other means of social protection. 

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of 
his interests. 

Article 24
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of 

working hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

Article 25
1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-

being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care 
and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemploy-
ment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in cir-
cumstances beyond his control. 

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All chil-
dren, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection. 
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Article 26
1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. 
Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher 
education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality 
and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It 
shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or 
religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the main-
tenance of peace. 

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given 
to their children. 

Article 27
1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the commu-

nity, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. 
2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests 

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the au-
thor. 

Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and 

freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized. 

Article 29
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full develop-

ment of his personality is possible. 
2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to 

such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due rec-
ognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just 
requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic soci-
ety. 

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 30
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group 

or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.

Hundred and eighty-third plenary meeting 
Resolution 217(A)(III) of the United Nations General Assembly, 
December 10, 1948

Æ
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